Action Against Hunger comments to the UN SDG6 Synthesis Report

Action Against Hunger welcomes the SDG6 Synthesis Report and thanks the opportunity to share our
reflections:

Some positive highlights

e Effortto deliverajoint UN Report, compiling datafromall available sources

e Focuson progressive realization of the humanrights to water and sanitation, indicating thatin
those countries where alarge proportion of the population still lacks even basicservices, the
initial focus must remain on ensuring that everyone has access toimproved drinking waterand
sanitation services.

e Recognitionthatfurtherworkisneededto establishacommonly agreed method forassessing
affordability, as paymentforservices should not be abarrierto accessing services.

e Focuson eliminatinginequalities and increasing rates of progress for those furthest behind, if
WASH targets are to be metby 2030, includingless used criteriaforvulnerability like hotspots
where outbreak of diseases such as cholerarecur.

e Strongemphasisoninterdependency of SDGs and linkages between WASH, food security,
nutrition and health.

Issues that could be furtherdeveloped

¢ Interdependency of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): from recognition to ACTION

One of the main messages of the Reportisthe need to understand that Achieving SDG6 is essential
for making progress on all other SDGs and vice versa. Despite the strongrhetoriconthe linkages
across SDGs and the need fora multi-sectoral approach to the 2030 Agenda, challenges remainin
understanding how governments and partners can work effectively across sectorstodrive a
comprehensive approach to the achievement of social, environment and economicgoals. Thisis why
beyond recognizing the important role of waterforthe realization of the 2030 Agenda, thereisa
needto ACT on thisinterdependency and engage the water sectorin havinga greaterimpact on
otherSDGs.

For example, improving WASH has multiple and diverse health benefits, from reducing the risk of
diarrheal disease such as cholera, improve nutritional status orimprove the delivery of quality health
care ininstitutions, especially with regard to maternal and newborn health. However, the criti cal
links between these areas are not always takeninto account when targeting and prioritizing WASH
investments. Encouraging WASH finance and infrastructural actors to take a leadingrole in engaging
with the health and nutrition sectors to integrate information and action in their policies and plans
towards SDG 6 and for prioritizinginvestmentsin high risk settings such as health care facilities, areas
with high prevalence of undernutrition and cholera hotspots could be aconcrete example of how
working towards SDG6 can have a greaterimpacton SDG 2 and 3.



The example of global partnerships that are driving cross-sectoral action could be a useful reference.
For example Scaling Up Nutritionand SWA have signed ajointagreement to work on WASH-Nutrition
collaboration, includingimproved dialogue and coordination between sectors within countries.

e ‘“Leave No One Behind” should not forget people inemergency and conflict settings

The Report stresses the need to eliminateinequalities and the fact that effective policies, strategies
and subsidies must be developedto ensure noone isleft behind, which implies going beyond
households andincreased attention on disadvantaged groups. The report alsorecommends
improvinginternational cooperation and better use of funding. However, insufficient attentionis
giventothe fact that "leavingno one behind" also means notforgetting vulnerable populations that
presentspecificchallenges, like refugees, displaced populations, and people in humanitarian crisis
and conflicts.

SGDs ambition towards universalaccess will not be possible without specificstrategies to target
these vulnerable populations, includingimproving the response, coordination and financing of WASH
inemergency contexts. The links between emergency mechanisms and development mechanisms
needto be strengthened, particularlyin the post-crisis phase, in orderto provide a structural and
sustainable response to people's WASH needs. In times of stability, crisis prevention and risk
reduction measures must be putin place.

Thereisalso needto betterintegrate datafrom humanitarian contexts into SDG monitoring. Finally,
specificsupportis needed forthe implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals for fragile
and conflict-affected States.

e Strengthened watergovernance at the international level

Alongside the need toimprove water governance atthe national level, there isaneed to strengthen
intergovernmental coordination on all water matters at the UN level, includingthe participation of
all stakeholders, tosupport the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals for waterand
sanitation. Environment ministers adopted unanimously in Decemberaresolution® thatsays, inits
paragraph 15: Stresses the need to continue the dialogue at UN level to discuss improving the
integration and coordination of the work of the United Nations on the water-related goals and
targets.

¢ Global baseline status of water related targets and indicators in other SDGs

It would be interestingto complementthis report with information regarding other water related
targetsacross the 2030 Agenda:

viability of food production systems and drought / flood (2.4), water-borne diseases (3.3), pollution-
related diseases and water contamination (3.6), safe schools (4.a), adequate and safe housingand
basicservices(11.1), water-related disasters (11.5), rational use of resources and risk management
(11.b), adaptation to climate change, (12.4), freshwater ecosystems (15.1), land degradation and
desertification / drought / floods (15.3).

L UN Environment Assembly of the UNEP, Resolution on addressing water pollution to protect and restore
water-related ecosystems, UNEP/EA.3/L.27, December 2017



e Genderdisaggregated data on capacity developmentand human resources

The report mentions the lack of capacity, human resource shortages and the fact that several
countries are producing national capacity development strategies for the water sector. [t would be
particularly interesting to have gender disaggregated dataon thisissue.



